
instructions by 
amalia kalisz tonsor

not sure what to do with this kit? check out these tips!

so first of all, if you've ever made a flip book or 
watched a cartoon, you know about animation. 
animations are made by changing a picture one small 
detail at a time. with stop-motion animation, you can put 
together a film by combining individual photos. 

a film is a series of 
still images that 

creates the illusion of 
movement. 

this works because a 
still frame captures 
each tiny change in the 

image, so when the 
frames are played in 
rapid succession, it 

looks like a seamless 
motion. 

the basic idea

that's why a film is also known as a "motion picture" or a "movie" knew it



cut out paper doll 
parts and secure 

them with brads to 
make an animated 2d 

figure.

use modeling clay and 
posable figures to 

create characters and 
movable objects

you can use 
practically anything to 

create an animation-- even 
normal objects and 

random doodles can look 
really good in action.

use a whiteboard for easy 
hand-drawn animation.

You can attach magnetic 
tape to characters and 

cutouts to use the 
whiteboard as a backdrop.

whiteboards are great 
for text, too.

use cut out photos of 
your friends for 

ultimate success.

you can 
find cool 
textures in 
every day 
stuff

junk = 
art



how to get 
set up

the tripod has a 
c-clamp.

just twist the knob 
on the bottom to 

tighten it securely 
onto any ledge.

keeping your camera and objects 
in a constant position relative to 
each other will make the changes 
between photos very smooth.

the iPad case attaches to 
the tripod with a magnet, 

but you also need to 
tighten the pink wheel to 

lock it in place.

you can adjust the 
angle of the tripod 
with these knobs. 

you can even set up 
for overhead 

shooting this way.

use the tripod to mount the iPad 
in a fixed position for shooting. 

use the the iPad app called 
smoovie (in the art/anim group) 

to actually shoot your stop-
motion.

ACTION!

you can 
find 

detailed 
instructions 
for smoovie 

in the kit 
binder

we want to see what you make! 
share your stop-motion with 
thelabs@carnegielibrary.org! 


